
Collett, Jason Smith, Meldon Rodriguez and myself, with fel-

low Cantabrians Ross Brodie, Morris Tull (Dubai based) and 

Fred Zayas of Rangiora.  

With Richard flying with Ross (as he is too young to have a 

licence) and Jason and Meldon flying RBN, myself flying DUY 

with Kym and Lorraine (Morris’s and Fred’s wives), and every-

one’s gear, we made our way up early in the week. While the 

weather was perfect for the trip up, and for subsequent prac-

tice on the Tuesday evening, it was not suitable until Fri to get 

our competition under way. Thankfully, after a hectic day on 

Saturday, we managed to fly 38 aerobatic flights in 6 hours, 

quite a feat.  

The results below speak for themselves, but one cannot fail to 

be impressed with the performance of all of the pilots who 

flew up from the mainland. Across the three categories, con-

testing 10 individual trophies, we came away with nine of 

them. Personally, I was extremely impressed with Jason, Mel-

don and Ross. However, since I had flown with Jason and 

Ross at the Alpine Rally, I was even more impressed to see 

how far they had both come. Meldon too flew extremely well, 

he actually won the first of their two routines, a small error 

unfortunately took him back down the standings at the finish 

but it was nonetheless a statement from three competitors all 
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 Aerobatics is a sport within the realm of aviation which cap-

tures the imagination of many young and old aviators and 

non-aviators alike. The sport that we know as competition 

aerobatics started as a result of the air combat which raged 

over the battlefields of Europe, during the Great War. As the 

war drew on, newer and more sophisticated techniques of 

combating the enemy were developed. It wasn’t until after 

the Second World War, that the Aerobatic Championships 

were held, in the late 1940s, in the USA. The first official 

World Aerobatic Championships were held in Czechslovakia in 

1960. It is a biannual event which has involved nearly two 

dozen countries since its inception.  

The NZ Aerobatic Club was founded in the mid 1980s and has 

run a National Competition at Waipukarau until very recently. 

The 2016 National Championships were held at Masterton for 

the second year running. And ever since the mid 00s, a 

strong Canterbury presence has filled the entry sheets. For a 

very long time now, our flagship aerobatic trainer, ZK-RBN 

has been in the mix at the Nationals. Paul Algar took the first 

group of pilots up in 2005, Richard Button continued the en-

thusiasm for aerobatics at our Aero Club and, more recently, 

Richard Collett has provided inspiration for students.  

From the Canterbury Aero Club this year, we had Richard 

By Andrew Love 

continued on page 6 



 
 

April 2016 Page 2 

 Hello everyone, it seems just 

like yesterday that the 2016 

New Year started, but with a 

tonne of things happening, 

the Club and the Executive 

have been super busy! As you 

know, Peter Randle opted to 

retire from the CEO role from 

early March and at the mo-

ment Nathan Clarke, our 

CFI / Head of Training, is 

acting in the role of Interim 

CEO.  

This combined activity of business management and strategic 

planning is keeping Nathan busy albeit that he has some 

senior staff working with him under delegation to keep the 

Club and Academy business lively. One of the areas of review 

is the cost effectiveness of operating out of Christchurch, 

given the increasing ATC and Airport operating fees whilst 

also managing the mix between light aircraft and airline 

movements. This will result in more activity happening at 

West Melton and Rangiora airfields, albeit the focus is that 

our entire operation is efficient, effective and continually at-

tracting Club membership and Academy business attention. I 

really appreciate the enthusiastic approach Nathan is taking 

and thank him for his work so far. 

Since the last Flyer, the Aero Club staged an Open Day at 

West Melton which was very successful and I sincerely appre-

ciate the efforts that everyone contributed to manage and 

entertain the visitors. A lot of people enjoyed the opportunity 

to either look on board or go for a ride in a Club aircraft, as 

well as viewing parked up vintage aircraft and cars, along 

with a display of aircraft and model aircraft flying. The com-

bined outcome resulted in numerous applications for mem-

bership and the beginning of pilot training. Keeping the Aero 

Club name on the aeronautical horizon is always our focus 

and this Open Day achieved it very well. 

As you will know our participation in the Flying New Zealand 

National Flying Championships down in Ashburton in late 

February was equally successful with the Club team of com-

petitors achieving various Trophy winnings along with numer-

ous placings – three first placings, eight second placings and 

one third place. The Aero Club won the Wigram Cup trophy 

for the second year in a row. This was a really positive result, 

congratulations to everyone. 

Along with this activity, numerous volunteers were heavily 

involved to assist the Mid-Canterbury and Flying NZ Execu-

tives to ensure all of the planned events were accommodated 

within their schedule, which was very sincerely appreciated. 

Outside of these two events, Club members have been in-

volved in a Fly-Away; this was a very successful weekend 

event of mountain and country airstrip flying based out of 

Mesopotamia. The next one is planned for ANZAC weekend 

which will involve an overnight stay in Wanaka and include a 

trip through to Milford Sound. In between there will be our 

annual Inter-Branch Competition on 10 April and a lot of 

members are very interested in this too. Our activity is very 

proactive and promotional for Club members to have a lot of 

fun. 

On Sunday, 13 March, Air NZ convened an Open Day for 

 their staff, family and friends at Christchurch Airport; they 

opened up the main engineering hangar (Hangar #1) to be a 

public area with aircraft inside on display (Airbus 320, USAF 

LC130 and Virgin Australia B737-800) as well as operational 

aircraft on display outside. This included a Boeing 787-900 

which was flown down from Auckland especially for the event 

to join with an Airbus A320 of Air NZ, ATR72 of Mt Cook, 

Dash 8 of Air Nelson and Beech 1900 of Eagle Airways and a 

Royal NZ Air Force Beechcraft T6C Texan. Via my contact 

with the managers and their efforts to make it very interest-

ing they also invited the Canterbury Aero Club / IAANZ to 

have a display inside the hangar which involved a Piper 

Archer, Piper Tomahawk plus display banners of photographs 

and professional pilot training. Along with myself, two staff 

(Josh and Megan) and two Academy students, we set things 

up to attract prospective pilot members and pilot students for 

the Academy and heaps of people visited with their kids to 

have a look. While it was nice for many to walk on board the 

Boeing 787 and have a look, the Piper Tomahawk attracted 

lots of attention with many children having a sit inside, play-

ing with controls (under supervision) with their Mum or Dad 

taking photographs. I am hopeful that many youngsters who 

made the comment “I would like to learn to fly” will be able 

to come and fly with us. 

Air NZ had just under 2800 visitors there during the day and 

along with many airline staff, a lot of people came over to 

say hello, including Laura Carrad, a former student and staff 

member with the Hawkes Bay and East Coast Aero Club. 

Laura is now a co-pilot with Eagle Airways. She was delighted 

to cross paths with aero club people and sat inside the Toma-

hawk for a photo. This attracted a lot of very positive airline 

attention as well as prospective pilot trainees then enjoying 

the idea of aero club flying to become an airline pilot. 

“Tomahawk Airlines” was a good look! 

The day went very well for one and all. Our staff and team 

did us proud with heaps of effort earning lots of wonderful 

brownie points.  

Paul Drake - President 

 



 

Good News!  
 
From the sixteenth of April 
solo flight requirements to-
wards the Recreational Pilots 
Licence can be completed 
prior to the flight test.  
 
In the past the RPL was a con-
version of a Private Pilots Li-
cence (PPL) because a mini-
mum of a class two medical 
was required for the solo flight 
requirements prior to licence 
application.  

 
The new rules say: 
 
61.105 Solo flight requirements 
 
(a) A person who does not hold a current pilot licence 

issued   or validated in accordance with this Part must 
not fly an aircraft solo unless— 

 
(1)  the person is at least 16 years of age; and 
(2) the person holds— 

 
(i)  at least a current class 2 medical certificate is-
sued by the Director under the Act; or 
(ii)  a medical certificate, issued in accordance with 
rule 44(1) of the Land Transport (Driver Licensing) 
Rule 1999, that is applicable for a Class 2, 3, 4 or 5 
driver licence with passenger endorsement which— 
(A)  was issued within the previous 5 years; or 
(B) if the person is 40 years of age or older, was 

issued within the previous 24 months; and……. 
 
This means a quick trip to your GP for a basic medical and 
handing over around eighty dollars will see you right to meet 
the medical requirements for the solo hours towards a Rec-
reational Pilots Licence. This is a good step for those on a 
budget who want to do a licence but don’t want to carry 
more than one passenger or do Aerobatics. The class 2 medi-
cal has a price tag of around $470.00 including the CAA fee. 
Check the following link for the details and restriction of the 
RPL.   
 
https://www.google.co.nz/webhp?sourceid=chrome-
instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=restricted%20pilots%
20licence%20nz 
 
Bad News! 
 
Recently there has been a spate of airspace occurrences 
around Christchurch by recreational pilots, one of these into 
the flight path of an Airbus A320. Thanks to TCAS, separa-
tion was not lost but it is very disconcerting to read the re-
port and try to figure out how this could happen. Not only is 
it dangerous but it is also very difficult to maintain good rela-
tions with our fellow aerodrome users when this sort of thing 
is going on.  
 
I believe incidents like this are caused by pilots who have not 
prepared very well for the flight and consequently made a 
poor decision and climbed into controlled airspace once clear 
of the control zone. My advice is to plan where to climb and 
make a note of it on the chart to mitigate this sort of risk.  
 

We are very lucky to be able to operate light aircraft from 
Christchurch, let's make sure we plan well and make the 
right decisions so we can still be flying out of Christchurch 
into the future. 
Nathan Clarke - Interim CEO - CFI/Head Of Training.  
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 Re-sowing West Melton 04/22 runway  

Areas around West Melton including the main runway 

have been re-sown. Because of this there will be some 

restrictions to movement. It is summarised by the follow-

ing:  

 The grass portion of the 04/22 runway is being 

reduced to the grass adjacent to the seal with a 

width of 20m, running the length of the full grass 

04/22 vector  

 The reduced grass area will be marked by orange 

cones  

 To reduce the wear on the grass, please use the 

seal. The reduced width grass 02/22 vector is 

available for tail-wheel aircraft only  

 There will not be any cones on the intersections of 

17/35 and 11/29 runways with the main runway. 

This is to allow the use of these runways. If cross-

ing 04/22 please cross either at the intersections or 

at the ends of the main runway.  

 The back track area to the south will still be avail-

able. Taxi slowly and coordinate your taxi if there is 

a conflict with other aircraft taxiing  

 If taxiing from the clubhouse to runway 22, please 

taxi via runways 17 and 11 or around the 04 

threshold. Be cautious as the taxiways between 

these runways have been re-sown and will have 

undulations. Avoid large power changes . 

 If landing on 04, either vacate left at the intersec-

tions or right (non-standard) to avoid taxiing over 

the re-seeded ground. Make sure to make a radio 

call if vacating right.  

NOW WE HAVE THREE A CATS! 

From left, Jason Hobday, CFI/HOT Nathan Clarke, 
Deputy CFI Jeremy Ford, our three four-stripers. 

 
Hearty congratulations go to Jason Hobday who just over a 
week ago achieved a major milestone of gaining his A Cat, 
after months of swat and preparation while he was also train-
ing his students.  
Jason hails from the UK where he was a professional photog-
rapher for 15 years, but now he has his feet and young family 
firmly planted in NZ. 

 



The lively and organised young lady now managing and in-

structing at Rangiora is our latest addition to the instructor 

ranks,  C Cat Hillary Thayer.  

Full of enthusiasm, fresh ideas, and a love of instructing, 

Hillary trained at her home base of Invercargill with Southern 

Wings where she instructed full time for two years after 

graduating. 

Last year she took on a senior role managing and instructing 

with the Gore Aero Club and lecturing at night classes, some-

thing she’s introducing at RT. for students as well as those 

wanting to brush up on sometimes long forgotten theory. 

For Hillary, flying began with an intro flight gift voucher for 

her 17th birthday from her grandparents.  Perhaps it helped, 

she feels, that her first flight was with a female instructor.  It 

was reassuring to be instructed by another female in what 

she knew was a male predominant industry and such a good 

experience that she signed up there and then. 

Maths and physics had been her strong subjects at school 

and she was used to hands-on work with the family farm 

machinery.  Hard work didn’t put her off either.  While study-

ing for her CPL during the day, she was working from 3am to 

8am in a merchandising job and as a maître d’ at a new In-

vercargill restaurant in evenings and weekends. Later she 

became a merchandising team leader and then worked in a 

real estate office in admin and marketing. 

In October last year she quit all her jobs and took a gap 

three months, travelling in Asia. The Rangiora job vacancy 

caught her eye on her return and now she’s living in a new 

flat in the town, with a quick and easy commute to the air-

field. 

Hillary has good organisational skills and admits to being a 

“clean freak.” There’s no loose paper or unwashed mugs in 

sight. (Hey guys, take a leaf!) 

CAC has been very welcoming and helpful, she says.  It’s 

been a good introduction and she sees much potential, espe-

cially for Rangiora with its burgeoning population base. Her 

uniform denotes NCFT, North Canterbury Flight Training – 

the business Nathan Clarke ran so successfully which the 

Club now incorporates under its umbrella.  

Flying has been her focus, but in Invercargill Hillary belonged 

to the local Repertory Society and she sang in a barber shop 

quartet.  Her two favourite sports were swimming and under-

water hockey. 

Younger brother Jonathan has been flying with his sister.  

“We’re close as a family, but he’s not so interested in flying,” 

she says. 

So much packed into her life…. And much more to do, espe-

cially for CAC!  Welcome aboard Hillary. 

Members, especially those north of the Waimak or anyone 

just wanting to fly from RT, are welcome to give Hillary 

Thayer a call on 027 3511640. 
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I enjoyed the privilege of flying this year’s Ross Macpherson Young Eagles as a part of 

Flying NZ’s programme at the Nationals in Ashburton.  We rode in EBS, three trips on 

Saturday. Just one of which was into the Rakaia Gorge before the nor’wester encour-

aged my decision to head back to AS – much to the resignation of a couple of charac-

ters who seemed to enjoy a bit of ‘niggle’. The ‘surfing’ downwind was pretty cool 

though. Rangitata Island was the destination on the next two legs. A simple exercise 

was challenging my pax to spot the airfield. (Good thing I’ve been there a few times 

because I know how they felt on my first attempt to find RI!) More importantly, I’d 

like to emphasise what a great bunch of young people. Positive, enthusiastic, open 

and committed they all are. Ah – the enthusiasm of youth! Congratulations to you all 

and thanks for coming flying with me. Thank you Flying NZ too for your trust and 

support. 

Locally, we’re still quietly stacking up new Young Eagles flights and I say “we” as I 

now have great assistance from weekend C Cat, Meldon Rodrigues doing a lot of the 

flying. He’s enthusiastic, generous with his time and does it at cost share; helping 

their families and the kids get to take control which is a massive advantage for them. 

Thanks Meldon. 

If there are any other pilot members or instructors who want to help out with YE fly-

ing, then drop me a line or bail me up at the next outing. There are a couple of crite-

ria to meet but a few advantages too including making the day of a budding aviator! 

That’s very satisfying. 

Finally – Don’t forget to buy your chance to win $1500 worth of POWERBUILT 

TOOL BOX & TOOL SET for just $5! All proceeds go to an additional YE’s Scholar-

ship, nationally.  Call me or expect to get bailed up at the bar or the next Club Day. 

I’m not shy to ask so make it easy on yourself – have a fiver in your pocket (as I 

don’t carry an eftpos machine – pfft). THANKS  

Peter King 

022 3579 241 / pete.d.king@gmail.com 

 

 

PS - Photo copied without permission from CAA Vector (I don’t think they’ll mind) – 

check out their article on the topic in the latest edition. Thanks “Vector”. 

  

YOUNG EAGLES UPDATE 

mailto:pete.d.king@gmail.com


 

pilots in our Club, or by the rather flash and brightly col-

oured aeroplanes that perhaps make some of our Aero Club 

trainers look a bit inadequate. Take it from me, there is not 

one member in our Club who isn’t keen to give support, tips 

and advice to new members in our sport. We embrace safety 

pilots assisting with those who do not have a license and 

doing whatever is necessary to help get someone in the 

competition if, for example, their aeroplane has a technical 

issue. And the Robin is one of the best trainers and competi-

tion aircraft readily available.  

The skills that an every-day aviator will learn and be able to 

use in the future are rather like learning to drive a race car. 

On the road one barely reaches 100km/h generally, on a 

race track one hardly goes below 100km/h. It is about build-

ing your senses and mind up to handle such conditions 

which, when you 

apply these learn-

ings back to driv-

ing on public 

roads, could very 

well save your life 

one day and, at 

the very least, will 

make you a much 

safer, and more 

complete driver.  

You don’t need to 

take it as a bit of a 

way of life, as a 

pursuit or a ‘sport’ 

as a few of us do, 

but do me a favour 

and get someone 

like Richard or 

Jeremy to teach 

you how to aerobat 

RBN and come up 

to our National 

Competition next 

February at Mas-

terton. Even if it is 

a one-off adventure, I promise you that you will not regret 

it.  

Andrew Love - CAC Member and Vice President/Treasurer  

NZ Aerobatic Club  

New Zealand Aerobatic Club National Results:  

1st Place Sportsman Class - Murray Rogers – CT4B (Tauranga)  

2nd Place Sportsman Class - Richard Collett – 2160a (Canterbury) 

3rd Place Sportsman Class - Terry Johnson - RV7 (Northshore) 

1st Place Sportsman Unknown - Richard Collett – 2160a (Canterbury)  

1st Place Intermediate Class - Morris Tull – Pitts S1S (Canterbury) 

2nd Place Intermediate Class - Andrew Love – Pitts S1S (Canterbury) 

3rd Place Intermediate Class - Fred Zayas – Laser 230 (Canterbury)  

1st Place Intermediate Unknown – Fred Zayas – Laser 230 

(Canterbury)  

Most improved pilot - Ross Brodie – Air Tourer (Canterbury) Highest 

Score in Unknowns - Richard Collett – 2160a (Canterbury) Best new-

comer - Richard Collett – 2160a (Canterbury)  

Champion of Champions – Morris Tull – Pitts S1S (Canterbury)  
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new to National competition. Jason and Ross went from flying 

aerobatic figures at the Alpine Rally, to flying very accurately, 

along with Meldon, the Primary sequence, in the exact same 

environment as our more experienced competitors, and im-

pressed. The CAC is the talk of the Aerobatic Club at the mo-

ment. “Where do all these really good aerobatic pilots keep 

coming from?” It comes down to enthusiasm, drive and de-

sire.  

A great number of pilots skip aerobatic training, there ap-

pears to be a genuine belief that if I want to be a professional 

pilot flying at 30,000ft that aerobatics holds no meaning or 

relevance to oneself. Take it from me, Morris Tull, a 

20,000+hr A380 captain, and regular at the Nationals in his 

beautifully presented Pitts S1S, would wholeheartedly dis-

agree with that sentiment.  

Learning to fly Aerobatics is not about a loop or a barrel roll 

or winning a trophy or flying a flash composite monoplane. It 

is about a skill-set, that one attains, often unbeknown to one-

self until things get tricky on an average day, in a four seater 

tourer, going from A to B. It is the situational awareness you 

get from flying precise aerobatic manoeuvres in a 

1000X1000m bit of landmass, not the manoeuvres them-

selves, but the development of your ability to predict the 

aeroplane’s behaviour, make hundreds of small adjustments 

through a four or so minute routine, your sense of timing of 

each moment as you pitch the aircraft feeling every little bit 

of extra lift as you pitch into another manoeuver and have to 

make several corrections of rudder at once, all while getting 

ready to link the next figure. Then feel the aircraft go light, 

killing the excess lift, as you check the pitch in a neatly con-

trolled vertical climb already anticipating where the aircraft 

needs to be put next.  

These skills, tend to get lost in translation as one simply looks 

at it as a sport like squash, or tennis. I am not interested, so 

why take part? Many are put off by the more experienced 

 

.... continued from page 1 



 

03-12-15 Megan Laby C Cat 

04-12-15 Mao Sasahi  C Cat 

04-12-15 Tin Kha First Solo 

09-12-15 Ablai McKerrow First Solo 

10-12-15 Jessica Sachdeva PPL 

10-12-15 Muhammad Adhira CPL 

10-12-15 Seiya Mizuno MEIR 

11-12-15 Matthew Emeny CPL 

11-12-15 Takahiro Endo MEIR 

13-12-15 Chris Inness First Solo 

16-12-15 Kelvin Lius First Solo 

18-12-15 Christian Schoefeld PPL 

21-12-15 Daniel Ding CPL 

21-12-15 Keiran Eden MEIR 

21-12-15 Logan Brooks PPL 

22-12-15 Prachaya Teerkathiti MEIR 

23-12-15 Joe Brazier MEIR 

23-12-15 Richard Hunter First Solo 

31-12-15 Juvel Jacob First Solo 

11-01-16 Chang Su First Solo 

12-01-16 Tashi Tsering First Solo 

13-01-16 Ranjith Copu First Solo 

14-01-16 Motoki Jinno MEIR 

14-01-16 Subakumar First Solo 

23-01-16 Tomohiro Imazu MEIR 

26-01-16 Stuart Heyworth PPL 

10-02-16 Joe Brazier CPL 

10-02-16 Keiran Eden CPL 

10-02-16 Kengo Sayama  PPL 

11-02-16 Prachaya Teerkathiti CPL 

15-02-16 Yoria Chihara PPL 

16-02-16 Mizaho Nobe PPL 

19-02-16 Alex Tohatta PPL 

22-02-16 Akiko Tadano PPL 

22-02-16 Tristan Hook PPL 

28-02-16 Brett Grobler PPL 

18-03-16 Conor Bland PPL 

18-03-16 Patrick West PPL 

23-03-16 Andy Woolf PPL 

23-03-16 Jason Hobday A-Cat 

Significant milestones reached by our members since 

the publication of the last Flyer. 
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I hope many of you have 

had a chance to get the 

wheels off the ground over 

the past few months and 

enjoy the best of the Can-

terbury summer. As we 

move into Autumn now and 

the dark skies arrive earlier. 

Don’t despair, we still have 

a lot of Club activities 

planned for you. 

Since our last newsletter we 

have held a strip day which 

was well appreciated by those who went on it, a flyaway down 

south (which only got as far as Oamaru due to the weather) 

and of course our team took part in the Nationals competition 

at Ashburton. So we have had a pretty full diary so far this 

year. 

The Nationals went off really well. Everyone agreed that it was 

a great event and thanks should go to the club at Ashburton 

for hosting such a well organised weeks flying.  

Our own team performed well and we came away with several 

firsts and seconds and, most importantly, we won the Wigram 

Cup, which is proudly displayed in the reception at the club. It 

is a most impressive piece of silverware so have a look at it 

next time you are there.  

One final point to mention about the Nationals was the award-

ing of the Jay Peters Trophy for professional pilots, open to all 

professional ATPL and CPL licence holders. Our own CFI Na-

than Clarke came second to Tom Williams of Motueka. We are 

sure Jay would have been proud of you all. 

So what is coming up? By the time you read this we will have 

held the Inter-branch competition at Rangiora. That just about 

completes our competition flying for this year and the trophies 

are now ready to be engraved.  

The presentation evening is on Sunday May 1st, so come along 

and support those who have taken part in the competitions. 

You don’t have to get dressed up for the evening, but you 

might like to! 

 

Later in the month we have a flyaway to Milford 

Sound. This has proven to be very popular and we 

might look at holding a second one in the summer.  

We also have a second strip day coming up, this time 

with a new set of strips hopefully in North Canterbury 

just to mix things up a little.  

And finally don’t forget that Cub night flying will start 

in the middle of next month. Come along a dust off 

that night VFR rating or start a new one. There is 

nothing like landing in Christchurch with all of those 

lights on the runway – it’s so different to doing it dur-

ing the day. 

Happy flying.  

Paul Isaacs 
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 Club Events Calendar - West Melton - Rangiora - Christchurch. 

Sunday April 10th 2016 
Rangiora Airfield 
Inter Branch Club Day 
This will be a Club Day with 
an edge as the four teams 
lock in friendly competition. 
It will also run like a regular 
Club Day, so everyone is 
welcome to join in the flying 
and enjoy a RT BBQ lunch.  

Saturday April 16th 2016 
West Melton Clubhouse 
Monthly Social Evening 
from 5pm. 
 
It’s always a fun evening with 
a good wine selection and 
some tempting nibbles. 
All CAC members welcome.  

Sunday 1st May 2016 
Henry Wigram Lounge 
Christchurch Clubhouse 
Club Trophy Night Dinner 
 
If you feel so inclined, dig 
out your bow ties and tiaras 
and glam it up for the eve-
ning.  Let’s celebrate in style! 

Tuesday 10th May  2016 
8pm start. 
Rangiora Branch 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Members from the Christchurch 
and West Melton branches are 
welcome to attend. 
 

WEST MELTON REPORT 
Donn Armstrong, who chairs our ever busy Airfields & Ameni-
ties committee, has spent three days out at West Melton 
completing the re-grassing programme.  This has been a vital 
task to replenish the grass surfaces of WL which have heavy 
use over recent time. 
 
Donn’s work involved the direct drilling of seed into areas 
that had been previously sprayed to eradicate weed species 
that compete with the grass for soil moisture on the light soils 
typical of West Melton. 
 
Areas involved are described in this issue in the Notice To 
Pilots.  They include some 75% of 04/22 grass runway, all of 
the area around the Clubhouse and hangar and towards the 
tractor shed and part of the taxiway from the tractor shed to 
17 threshold across 11 threshold. 
 
Because of this work the treated area of grass 04/22 is now 
closed and will remain so for up to six months to enable the 
new grass to establish. However, an area of 20 metres width, 
adjoining the north side of seal, is open for the whole length 
of 04/22. 04/22 seal and grass extension is open. The cross 

runway access is open for 17/35 and 29/11. The re-sown 
areas in front of the Clubhouse is marked by cones. 
 
Thanks go to Donn and team for helping keep our “jewel in 
the crown” airfield in great condition. 
 
Socially, West Melton beckons on Saturday April 16th for our 
monthly social, from 5pm. It’s always a fun evening with a 
good wine selection and some tempting nibbles - not to men-
tion the occasional display of Highland dancing by some un-
trained Sassenachs to the lilting tunes of Fred Bull’s wonder-
ful bagpipe playing.  
 
Watch the Weekly for a planned movie evening of an epic trip 
in a Piper Cub down through Africa. 
 
Finally. the West Melton branch AGM will be held on Saturday 
June 18th, at 6pm. - from Sue Grundy 

RANGIORA BRANCH REPORT 

When I first started flying with the Club I can remember being 

selfishly concerned with the constant turnover of instructors. 

Now I understand its all part of the normal course of a com-

mercial pilot’s career and that’s what we do, train pilots! I still 

regret the loss of talent, but sincerely wish every instructor all 

the best with their careers.  

That said I’m looking forward to some stability with the ap-

pointment of our new full-time instructor Hillary Thayer. On 

behalf of the RT Committee and Nth Canterbury members, we 

wish Hillary a happy and productive future with us at Rangiora.  

This is also a great time for a gentle reminder. We have Club 

favourite DUP based permanently with us and just in case you 

hadn’t heard… Rangiora – it’s a great place to fly. 

In May the Branch Committee will be holding its AGM. This is 

our chance to get front and centre with you and account for 

what’s happened over the last year. But more importantly, it is 

your chance to get front and centre with us, to give feedback 

and suggestions for what you want from your Branch. The 

AGM will kick-off at 8pm on Tuesday 10th May. I look forward 

to seeing you there. 

Efforts to organise an Autumn Escape to Picton were post-

poned, partly due the sheer quantity of Club activities going 

on. How good is that! We are now planning to run the Coastal-

Pacific trip to Picton in the spring, so keep a watch in the 

Weekly for more details on these and other great stuff going 

on at RT. 

Here’s a heads-up for a mid-winter dinner we’re organising in 

Rangiora. While this is done purely for the convenience of the 

Nth Canterbury Members, all Club members are welcome to 

join in.  

Stu Larson - Rangiora – a great place to fly! 

Members Services - from Graeme Randle. 

December was a busy month for MSC with our monthly dinner and four other functions in the Lounge.  Things have been more 
sedate since then and that’s just as well as we have lost another member.  At the dinner on Sun 06 March, we said farewell to 
Matt Walton who has taken a new role with a car rental company at Auckland Airport.  Matt joined MSC in 2012 and was a tire-
less contributor throughout his time on the committee.  He obtained his Bar Manager’s Certificate and became my go-to guy for 
many private functions in the Sir Henry Wigram Lounge where he ran the bar team and kept an eye on everything.  In a com-
mittee of ageing pilots, Matt’s youth and occasional cheeky reminder to me about some aspect of the alcohol license, were re-
freshing characteristics.  We will miss him at Club dinners and other functions and we wish him every success in the big smoke 
up north. 

Our next major event will be the Club Trophy Night Dinner on Sunday 01 May.  It’s not obligatory, but if you feel so inclined, 
dig out your bow ties and tiaras and glam it up for the evening.  Let’s celebrate in style! 


