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It has been an eventful year in all our lives with long 
term effects that will be felt in the aviation sector for 
some time to come. In fact with the risk of plagiaris-
ing her majesty the Queen it has been an “Annus 
Horribilis” . The year has seen numerous adverse 
weather conditions to at times limit our recreational 
aviation activities. Amongst these being numerous 
flooding events, stronger adiabatic winds during 
November and the hopefully once in a lifetime hail 
storm in the Canterbury plains. This hail event has 
been valued at $130M making it the second largest 
insurance event in New Zealand in the last century.  

 
  As if this was not enough along came COVID-19 which has changed our sector 
for the foreseeable future. The almost total shutdown of commercial passenger 
flights has displaced a huge number of commercial pilots with uncertainty when 
or if ever they can return to their careers of choice. We are indeed fortunate 
being recreational pilots that fly for enjoyment rather than income. At this time 
it is important that we give thought to not only these displaced pilots but also 
controllers, maintenance engineers, and all others within our sector that have 
been adversely affected by this event. To provide support, Flying NZ has agreed 
to set a precedent and would like in statistics form 2021 the number of these 
pilots welcomed into the clubs to be identified and not be charged the annual 
capitation fee. Further support is suggested to the clubs by welcoming these 
pilots into the clubs and suggest not charging a club subscription for the follow-
ing year. It is timely for us all in the sector to unite and support one another 
through the life changing events of the global pandemic. 
 
ADVOCACY 
Flying NZ has actively lobbied in the past year in a number of areas. 
 
Alternative PPL medical. This project is now well advanced and should have 
an outcome within the next couple of months. 
 
ADS-B  
This is high on the agenda with successful lobbying obtaining the ADS-B subsidy 
for provision and installation. Member clubs when entering these installations 
need to go to the CAA website and apply for the subsidy and use the hard 
earned concessions available. In reality with time ADS-B will be compulsory in 
all aircraft as it is essential for the safe implementation of any UAV network. 
UAV aircraft are a reality, with technology advancing at a rapid rate, and will 
become another everyday airspace user amongst us all. 
 
COVID-19 concessions 
Flying NZ has worked very closely with CAA to obtain the fastest return to nor-
mal activity that could be achieved. Firstly the process for maintenance flight 
concessions was obtained. Secondly a framework for restrictions and allowable 
activity under each level was promoted to CAA and favourable outcomes 
achieved. 
 
YOUNG EAGLES 
The annual achievements with Young Eagles will be covered in a separate re-
port. However, congratulations need to go to this year’s scholarship winners. 
The standard of application continues to raise the bar higher, I personally would 
not win one against the awesome teenagers we have within our clubs. 

 

 

 President’s Report 
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PILOT PROFICIENCY 
In the past year there has been the addition of the new Platinum level badge 
to follow on from the addition of green badge last year. I had the pleasure of 
presenting the first 5 Platinum badges in February and there are already more 
applications in hand. The scheme is well recognised for encouraging Safety 
culture and ongoing skill development. Well done all the recipients at each 
level this year. 
 
COMPETITIONS 
As always the competition rulebook is to be regarded as a living document 
subject to annual changes. The advisory group strive to keep competitions 
relevant within a safety framework. You all own the competition schedule and 
rules and should feel welcome to provide any requests or suggestions which 
will be considered annually at the rule review meeting. 
 
WINGS COMPETITION 
This annual competition against Australia will be reported later in the booklet 
as a separate report. Thank you and congratulations to all members of the 
2020 Wings team for a successful result. 
 
FAI 
Once again this will be reported separately. Liz King has once again represent-
ed us well with the affiliate bodies and the international aviation sports body 
(FAI). One of the under utilised facilities under Flying NZ as FAI NAC is the 
provision of recognition of our mainly silent warriors that work tirelessly in the 
promotion of sports aviation. The awards to achieve this are freely available on 
the FAI website and every year Liz promotes these with varying results. There 
are some applications away for approval this year, who will be the unsuspect-
ing recipients? 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
Thank you to Ian Kirkpatrick yet again. New website, new look, new improved 
administrative management of registrations and queries. A much more user 
friendly tool. At risk of getting boring, the web relies on new content to keep it 
new, exciting, innovative and relevant. Any and all videos, newsletters or pho-
tos always gratefully received to refresh our internet domain. 
 
PART 149 (Microlights) 
Flying NZ holds the ability to issue under delegation the microlight certificates. 
This aspect of our activity is under utilised and holds significant benefit to all 
clubs. Flying NZ is happy to arrange a visit by a representative to present what 
our microlight certification and training has to offer. The smaller clubs have 
been moving towards increased microlight activity but still benefit from the 
strong representation your national body provides on behalf of the whole rec-
reational aviation sector. 
 
AGM/Conference 
This year the unprecedented action was taken to hold the AGM in digital voting 
format due to the uncertainty the pandemic has created. It is believed that 
even if held there was a risk of quorum not being met due to financial pres-
sures on all the clubs. Ian Kirkpatrick has invested a huge amount of time to 
develop a process that will be seamless and achieve the desired outcomes. 
Unfortunately this was Flying NZ 90th year and a gala event was planned. This 
has been postponed and already in planning for July 2021 in Wellington. The 
process will be outlined in newsletter format in coming weeks. 



 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Peter Merwood has once again managed the scholarship process and continues 
to develop and improve the application and assessment of all applicants. The 
system as it stands is fair and continues to provide a hand up in aviation to our 
absolutely incredible youth members. Without the support of the sponsors the 
scholarship program would be only a fraction of what it is today. Thank you 
CAA, Airways, ASPEQ, Avsure, Waypoints Aviation, and Nelson Aviation College. 
 

INSTRUCTOR COUNCIL 
Our training professionals, what a great pool of knowledge we have available to 
us all. These men and ladies promote the interests of recreational flight and 
training at the highest level. They mentor our new instructors and maintain our 
recognised safety standards within industry. We are fortunate to have the coun-
cil and club instructors in “ our team”. Sometimes the instructors have their 
input and support undervalued or recognised.  
RESPECT-YOU GUYS ROCK!! 
 
The operations of Flying NZ require a large investment of time from an extend-
ed team. We would not achieve our goals without the input from all members of 
the team. A personal thank you for your efforts to Lisa McDonald, Grant 
Hopewell, Rodney Maas, Trish Stephens, Peter King, Ed Hind and Arran Jeffery. 
Also to Richard Small, Rob George, Liz King, Rex Kenny, Peter Merwood and all 
members of the instructors council.  
 

Tony Page - President 
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 HAS YOUR CLUB…… 
 

• Issued new membership cards for 2020? 
Each affiliated member is entitled to a new membership card 
each year. 
The cards are produced for your club, free of charge. See 
Members > membership cards on the Flying NZ web site. 
 

• Updated your details on your club page? 
on the FNZ web site. Check your club’s details now. 

 
Do it now! Visit https://flyingnz.co.nz 

Do you have your  
 Flying NZ Pilot Proficiency Award yet?  

 

Every affiliated Flying NZ member (First solo and above) is entitled to a 
Pilot Proficiency award which reflects the level of skill and  

experience achieved. 
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 Northern Region Report 

There have been some changes in the Northern Region with some of the 
smaller clubs moving further into Microlights and away from GA. 
 
Kaitaia 
A changing of the guard at Kaitaia, has brought a new vision to the club. The 
club has one GA aircraft and access to several microlights that the club is 
managing.  
Bay of Islands  
This club is operational with microlight aircraft only.  
Dargaville  
Similarly, Dargaville is operational with microlights but sees Flying NZ as 
mainly a GA organisation.  
Otamatea  
Thank you Otamatea for hosting last year’s Regional competitions. The club 
is keeping the hours up, though not as much as Tui and the lads would like. 
They have a nice airfield, so if you are in the North and require a cool drink 
and a chat give the lads a treat and fly in.  
Rodney  
The Rodney aero club has a great airfield at Kaipara Flats, grass and great 
scenery. Not a great deal happening other than the odd flight here and 
there. Another airfield waiting to be explored.  
North Shore 
North Shore, our largest club here in the north. Club owned and well main-
tained, David Saunders said that club is doing well with the club activities 
and the student training.  
Whenuapai 
The Whenuapai Aviation Sports Club have been in the thick of it as they are 
hosting the Northern regionals this year. The Regionals are in October and 
with controlled airspace should be a treat for our pilots.  
Mercury Bay  
The Mercury Bay Aero Club at Whitianga is active with mostly microlight 
aircraft with a GA thrown in for good measure. Nice scenery over there so 
another great place to visit. The hold a BBQ most weekends.  
Ardmore  
Ardmore hosts the Airline Flying Club and the Auckland Aero Club.  
Airline is the smaller of the two but they are active and very welcoming. 
Club activities and student training taking up most of their time.  
The Auckland Aero Club (my home club) is motoring along, many students 
to train, with a sprinkling of club activities to keep the aircraft busy most of 
the time. Students have been achieving FNZ awards which is good to see.  
Hauraki  
The Hauraki Aero Club based at Thames airfield, away from the bustle of 
time-consuming busy airports, offers fixed wing flight training to PPL level.  
 
Last point for all Microlight pilots. Flying NZ has great competitions for you 
at both Regional Rallies and the National Championships. So, give us a call 
and register for the microlight competitions this year, Tui at Otamatea would 
love to see you. 
  
Edward Hind - Northern Region Representative. 



 

 

Well this has certainly turned out to be an unusual and challenging year for our 
clubs and at the time of writing this we are half way through Level 4 COVID 19.  
Let’s hope we will soon be over the worst and flying can re commence.  
 
In conversation with the clubs in the central region, all are optimistic that they can 
carry on pretty much as usual with perhaps Tauranga and Waikato probably notic-
ing a bigger downturn in business.  
 
The following reports were from: 
Hawera.   
Tony Muller reported a busy past year as they hosted the Great Northern Air race 
– 22 aircraft and 60 pilots and passengers for an overnight stay and BBQ at the 
end of January. 
Then in mid-February they hosted the annual SAA fly-in over 4 days, 63 planes 
flew in and over 100 people to feed. The prizegiving dinner at the Furlong motel 
was a highlight as the food was outstanding.  The weather was cold but fine for 
this event and congratulations to the club for hosting this event. They have been 
busy with instructing, Friday, Saturday and Sunday usually. With around 100 
members and 16 students, of which a good proportion are girls, the club is opti-
mistic about the future. 
 
Matamata  
Anna Doer reported that they presently have around 45 members and 10 students 
who are all learning in the clubs Zenith.  They are financial and are looking forward 
to the resumption of normal where they expect to carry on as usual.  They have 
hosted  a couple of fly ins, and the club has the Walsh Memorial School at the field 
every January which involves club members helping. As the Middle Earth school is 
no longer operating at Matamata, Anna says it is definitely a lot quieter on the 
field these days! 
  
North Taranaki Aero Club:   
I was talking to Chris Morrrison who reported that their club often liaises with 
Hawera Aero Club for activities, such as the Scott Trophy which is competed for by 
Hawera, Wanganui and North Taranaki.  They have a Cub on the field which is 
available for ratings, and which is sometimes over at Hawera for their club to use. 
The Instructor for ratings comes over from Wanganui.  They expect to weather the 
present storm as their club operates on a private farm property.  
 
Rotorua Aero Club:    
Rotorua Aero Club re-joined as a FlyingNZ member club last year and after a few 
quiet years where they had practically no members Colin MacPhee is pleased to 
report that they have around 20 financial members now.  They have instruction 
available through Aerohire Whakatane, and, have recently started a Young Eagles 
club with 10 members.  They expect to be able to pick up their momentum when 
this shutdown is over. 
 
Taumarunui Aero Club:   
Kevin Vile reported that although they have no aeroplanes, no instructors, they 
still have a membership of around eight.  These eight people still manage to host 
the annual Tiger Moth Club rally at Taumarunui airfield on the weekend before 
Labour weekend every year.  It is a real credit to them as hosting events like that 
is always hard work for a few people. So, the current situation is unlikely to have 
an impact on this club. 
 
Tokoroa:  
Luke Frogley reported that they have around 15 members with 5 to 6 of them ac-
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tive fliers.  They are looking at engaging with Aero Hire from Whakatane to 
offer flight training, BFRs etc. Luke entered the regionals in TeKuiti last year 
and is hoping for more members to participate in future regionals. 
 
Waikato Aero Club:   Waikato is hoping to host this year’s Central area re-
gionals.  With this COVID 19 shutdown, and less flying likely to be happening at 
Hamilton Airport by the end of the year, they are proposing to hold the region-
als at Hamilton airport. At the time of writing this, nothing is certain and the 
club has not settled on a date either. We await developments! 
 
The club has been active with an amazing trip for 10 members flying them-
selves around Australia at the end of last year.  They more recently did what 
was called a Fish and Chip run to Raglan. The weather wasn’t the best but 12 
or so members enjoyed that.  The club has sold their lodge on Gt Barrier as it 
was not being utilised enough.   They expect to survive the current crisis finan-
cially, but expect to have a downturn in student numbers for a while. 
 
Waitomo Aero Club:     
The members at TeKuiti hosted the Central regionals last November, and alt-
hough a small club in numbers they did an excellent job.  All competitions were 
done and dusted and we all had a great time. Thank you to all the club volun-
teers who made it possible. It was congratulations to Waitomo’s Wigram Cup 
team as they won on the day.                                       
 
George Thompson reported that they hosted an open day, with a BBQ lunch but 
as it was weather affected, far fewer people arrived than if the weather had 
been great.  It was still attended by quite a few people, with some electing to 
drive. Their members usually meet most Sunday afternoons, some flying in 
from their farm strips and after this COVID19 is over they expect it to be busi-
ness as usual! 
 
Tauranga Aero Club:    
Tauranga has had a very busy year.  They ran a very successful Nationals and 
Wings event in February as you probably all know.  Lots of hard work by volun-
teer club members again. A couple of Great Barrier Island trips and a South 
Island trip were undertaken during the last year and club members are always 
keen to do Pauanui Beach or Raglan for lunch or an ice cream!   
 
The club Instructors were kept extremely busy over the past year with multiple 
first solos, PPLs, CPLs, C Cats, B Cats and IFR ratings.  Although it is expected 
that this rate of training will definitely slow down once things get back to some-
where near normal, the club is in good health and expects to be able to 
‘weather the storm’.  
  
So, to summarise, all the clubs in my area of responsibility are optimistic that 
they will come out of the other end of this pandemic intact, but not necessarily 
as financially viable as they were before. 
 
At this stage (1/2 way through Level 4) all I can say is ‘Let’s hope we all play 
our part to stay safe and we will soon be in the air again enjoying our sport.’ 
Take care everyone 
 
Trish Stephens 
Central Region Representative 

 



 

 

It’s the end of another exciting year of flying! Who would have guessed at this 

time last year that in addition to the usual regionals, nationals, consultation 

with CAA, Airways other bodies as well as our day to day flying, that aviation 

would be all but shut down for months! Not to mention that we would be bet-

ter at washing our hands and keeping distant from anyone with the slightest 

cough or runny nose! 

 

Anyway, on to Cook Strait activities. Clubs have generally done well this year 

(notwithstanding the plague) with several Cook Strait clubs putting in record 

hours in the 4-6 months leading up to the shut down, and similar afterwards. 

Congratulations! It is a lot of hard work by committees, instructors and of 

course members to make this happen, so well done! 

 

Thank you to Wellington for hosting a successful regional competition at Mas-

terton in 2019. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and the weather held 

off for a change. Getting home was another story, so to those who, despite 

wanting to get home quickly, turned back and either stayed the night, or took 

cars or public transport home, thank you! It’s a great example to set for all of 

us. 

 

Thank you and congratulations also to Tauranga and Central Region for host-

ing a fantastic Nationals and Wings event at Tauranga earlier this year. It is so 

nice being able to just turn up, compete and have fun. The hard work you put 

in showed. 

 

Cook Strait regionals for 2020 are being hosted by Hawkes Bay and East Coast 

Aero Club on 14 November. I know that HBECAC team will be great hosts, and 

I strongly encourage all clubs to send competitors. It will be great fun and we’ 

will also put together a great team for the nationals in 2021. 

 

The next few months will be “interesting”. We all know that Covid19 is still a 

threat and there are challenges with the economy, both of which could be an 

issue for clubs and their members. Keep on encouraging each other and if you 

want some support, please sing out – often we don’t know where help can be 

best directed, but if you let someone know (other clubs, myself as regional rep 

or others) we’ll certainly try and support you! 

 

On a personal note, you may note that I have stood for regional rep again. It 

has been a pleasure to serve you these past 2-3 years. I do believe that this 

role requires some turnover, so, without prejudging the results of any election 

(I don’t know if anyone else is standing this year), I do intend that this is my 

last year as regional rep. If anyone is interested in finding out more, please let 

me know. It’s not too much work and is very rewarding! Whoever takes over 

next year (or this year for that matter) is assured of any support I can offer. 

 

Rodney Maas - Cook Strait Region Representative 

 Cook Strait Region Report 
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 At the time of writing we’re on the last day of COVID-19 Level 4 and we’ve 
all had our own experiences of this shared ‘grounding’ of course. The full 
impact of the virus and our responses to it, we are yet to see, and I per-
sonally and sincerely wish all of our Clubs and your members and families 
all the very best for the future.  
 
We won’t see you in Wellington for conference this year but that doesn’t 
mean we can let communication diminish. Quite the opposite! Now more 
than ever we need to hear from you of your ideas for not just surviving but 
thriving through the economic situation. We need to hear from you too, 
your requests for assistance. This is one of the core reasons for Flying NZ’s 
existence; to support our clubs practically (re, business functions) and 
emotionally (employee assistance program). Contact your regional rep’ or 
our executive secretary for more information. I love hearing from my 
Clubs – so please don’t hesitate to pick up the blower. 
 
The last year across Alpine has been steady. We’ve seen some changes in 
committees and staff and all clubs have continued to operate at healthy 
levels in both flying and socialising.  
 
Kaikoura hosted a great weekend in October with placings across the 
range of disciplines to competitors from across the region with Marlbor-
ough taking out the honours to compete for the Wigram Cup at Nationals. 
 
Again, thank you to Brendon, Murray, Catherine and the members at Air 
Kaikoura and all the clubs and members that took part. We recognise that 
being involved in rallies can be quite a commitment and we strive to make 
the rally events rewarding for you.  
 
With Marlborough we are already into planning for our 2020 Regional Rally 
at Omaka on the weekend of 20/21 November. The presentation dinner 
already booked at Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre.  
 
Planning at Canterbury is underway too for Nationals in February. Despite 
the immediate concerns caused by COVID it is great to see our Clubs plan-
ning for resumption of some normality.  
 
Encouraging it is too, to see Young Eagles across Alpine continue to thrive 
in this last year with almost all Clubs having an active YE’s contingent.  
 
Special mention goes to Stephanie Redepenning from Canterbury on being 
awarded a Ross Macpherson Memorial Young Eagles Scholarship.  
 
Every year the quality of applications and the challenge for the judges in-
creases so it’s no easy ‘cash handout’. Well done, Stephanie. Thanks to the 
sponsors (Aspeq, Airways NZ, Avsure and the Civil Aviation Authority) for 
making these scholarships available.  
 

Peter King - Alpine Regional Rep - fnzalpineregion@gmail.com 
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 Lakes Region Report 

The Lakes region and its clubs due to size, weather, and topography The 
Lakes region like the rest of the country has had a spasmodic year with 
varying levels of activity across the region. 
Southland Aero Club  
Southland has had very little ‘club’ activity for the year but manages to 
keep buoyant through the activities of the commercial training side with 
the original Southern Wings site. If Airways removes tower services from 
Invercargill it may reduce some of the added charges associated with op-
erating off Invercargill. These charges have been continually cited as a 
deterrent to club operations. 
Gore Aero Club 
With the addition of Don Cameron to the club as instructor there has been 
an increase in interest in activity. Gore has indicated an interest in resum-
ing competition activity at this year’s regional competitions and an eager-
ness to host next year. Great to see the club back and active. 
South Otago Aero Club 
Balclutha has had a change in instructor ranks and has become more a 
part 149 club. The C172 is still the club machine .  
Central Otago Flying Club 
It was disappointing for all that last year regional champs had to be can-
celled at short notice off Alexandra due to strong adiabatic winds. This 
year another attempt will be made with a dispensation approved to run 
early December to avoid these seasonal winds. Alexandra is having signifi-
cant development on the airfield with more and more hangar develop-
ments occurring. It will be a busy piece of airspace with current trends. 
Wakatipu Aero Club 
The displacement of the club off Queenstown Airport has placed the club  
in a difficult position. Currently operating at Kingston, there is less activity 
due to distance from the population base. Wakatipu is a key stakeholder in 
development of mountain flying training especially in regards to Milford 
access. We hope circumstances improve to protect this valuable training 
asset. 
Otago Aero Club 
Taieri continues to run club based flyaways and social events. There is a 
mix of aircraft, but in recent years has moved more towards microlight 
activity. 
Omarama Aero Club 
It is with sadness I note the withdrawal from commercial gliding activity of 
the club. After an incredibly long period of time actively providing glider 
tug operations the part 115 requirements exceeded what the club could 
justify.  
North Otago Aero Club  
The club continues to operate both a GA and part 149 aircraft. Being a 
rural club any activity fits around the busy farming calendar. A real grass-
roots club. 
 
South Canterbury Aero Club 
This club continues to go from strength to strength under the able man-
agement of Aaron Pearce. Continues to be active in all aspects of Flying 
NZ activity. Aaron in the past year travelled to London to receive the 
Grand Masters Medal from the honourable Company of Air Pilots and Navi-
gators at the Guild hall. A real coup for recreational aviation.  
In the next year the goal is to increase club activity in the less active clubs 
in the region. 
 
Tony Page - Acting Lakes Area Representative 



 

 

 
A copy of the audited accounts will be 
provided to all attendees of the AGM, 
where any changes will be explained. 
 
A copy will also be emailed to all mem-
ber clubs. 

 

 
 

Green Badge  
Awarded once three PPL Exams or one Part 149 Microlight Exam is passed 
and First Solo achieved. 
Blue Badge  
Awarded if you hold a PPL a RPL or an Advanced Microlight Certificate. 
Red Badge  
As above, with a total of 80 hours and three Proficiency options.  
Bronze Badge  
As above, with a total of 110 hours and five Proficiency options.  
Silver Badge  
As above, with a total of 200 hrs and eight Proficiency options.  
Gold Badge 
As above, with a total of 350 hrs (200 PIC) and twelve Proficiency options 
Platinum Badge 
Minimum Licence = PPL, RPL or AMC Minimum Hours = 1000 10 Aircraft 
Type Ratings Any additional three options (total 15 Must include options 
5.3/5.4/5.5/5.24)   

For details:  https://flyingnz.co.nz 
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Since taking over this portfolio last July, I have had a steady stream of 
requests for Proficiency Badges.  Some clubs are better than others at 
promoting these badges. 
  Last year we had an option with the Green Badges where if purchased 
after passing at least three of your PPL exams, you would be sponsored 
for the last PPL exam. This was valued at $92 so after purchasing the 
badge at a special rate ($20) from us, the final exam would benefit the 
student by $72.00. This promotion lasted to the end of December 2019 
so is now no longer available.   
  With the uncertainty of todays world, the sponsor is not likely to renew 
it at this stage. 
  Green Badges, stickers and Certificates for students are still an option. 
Blue Badges are free to all PPLs, then as more achievements are gained, 
Red, Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum badges in that order can be pur-
chased.  We also have log-book stickers for each colour badge, and a 
certificate is printed for you. 
  Check on  the www.flyingnz.co.nz  web site for the application form to 
see what level of Badge you could apply for. 
  The new Platinum Badge was awarded for the first time at the Nationals 
with five pilots being presented with this high achievement badge. The 
first one was awarded to Tony Petch who gave us a very interesting Pow-
erPoint presentation on how he gained all the experience needed to apply 
for this badge. The other recipients were Arran Jeffery, Gavin Weir, Lisa 
Macdonald and Richard Collett. We have two more Platinum applications 
which were to be presented at the AGM/Conference.  
  All other badges are posted to the CFI or signing Instructor at your club 
who will then present you with the badge, certificate and your log-book 
sticker. 
  So, check it out pilots.  More achievements in flying means more experi-
ence and we can all do with that. 
 
Fly safe everyone – and take care - Trish Stephens 

 Pilot Proficiency Report 

Proficiency Badges 

http://www.flyingnz.co.nz
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The attached accounts are 
pre-audit and in draft form 

only. 

Because of the changed accounting 
standards for Incorporated Societies 
adopted in 2016, it has not been possi-
ble to have the 2017 audit completed 
prior to the date that this Annual Report 
needs to go to the printer. 
 
The audit will be completed by June 
30th. 
 
A copy of the audited accounts will be 
provided to all attendees of the AGM, 
where any changes will be explained. 
 
A copy will also be emailed to all mem-
ber clubs. 

 Annual Accounts     for the year ending 31 March 2020 
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Well this past year has been a game of two halves, and once again a very busy 
one for instructors across our member clubs. I would like to thank the current in-
structor council for their contributions and would like to develop this moving for-
ward. Volunteer work is at times hard to fit in around our day to day roles, and I 
would like to think this busy period is a good sign of recreational training and ac-
tivity.  
 
Last year many clubs were reporting a large flight instructor turnover into other 
pathways such as Part 135 General Aviation and the airlines. This year however as 
we know, has provided a different challenge, some of these pilots are now without 
their roles, and clubs around the country are also having to take stock of their 
instructing requirements as we re-evaluate the demand. Where able, it would be 
great to incorporate some of these former club instructors with recent airline expe-
rience back into your local clubs and these instructors should be viewed as a valu-
able asset to the club in a mentoring/supporting role for the current club level in-
structors.  
 
This was the first year we have been able to offer sponsorship thanks to ASPEQ for 
a B category flight instructor flight test, enabling an instructor candidate to upskill 
professionally and be able to offer more back to their club. Further work towards 
being able to provide ‘sponsorship’ or assistance towards terrain and weather 
awareness / Basic Mountain flying instructor privileges remains a goal moving for-
ward, to be able to develop the experience depth our member clubs have.  
 
Once again this is where we need a collaborative approach, perhaps your club can 
help out another club with a terrain awareness instructor? Or provide additional 
skills like strip flying, tail wheel, aerobatic or night flying etc. With this change in 
the economy and flying environment this may be the perfect time to see what in-
structor resources your club can offer to others, or what other clubs could offer 
your members, creating more utilisation of instructors and airplanes.  This can 
help provide an extra service for your club, re-ignite the social side of things, and 
add some more tools to your toolkit.  
 
Your club instructors continue to be a very important resource, not only in teach-
ing members to fly, but in growing memberships, teaching theory, mentoring PPL 
pilots etc. Those instructors in your club ranks continue to put in a great amount of 
work, and deserve recognition for the time and effort they put into their profes-
sion, especially during these recent times. 
 
It was great to see new faces at the Flying NZ nationals in Tauranga this year get-
ting behind the competitions. An increase in judges is always good to see and 
shows interest in the competitions from those coming through. Aerobatics judging 
received some attention with more judges learning what to look for, and hopefully 
encourage some more competitors. We were able to get more judges trained in 
what they are looking for with the formation flying which was great, and work still 
needs to be done on growing formation as a discipline nationally. We have some 
great experience to draw from around the country on this.  
 
As clubs look at other training options it is a good time to remind members about 
the Flying NZ Part 149 certificate. The goal is to be able to deliver the professional 
level of GA instruction we have but in microlight aircraft. This can add an addition-
al revenue stream to your club, or help change the way you deliver your current 
training.  
 
Safe Flying - Arran Jeffery 
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WORLD AIR SPORT FEDERATION 
“FAI – the global organisation for the promotion of air 

sports and recreational flying” 

Flying NZ is the National Airsport Control for New Zealand, having joined FAI in 

1930, and as such we are responsible for looking after the interests of a number 

of disciplines. New Zealanders compete on the world stage in many air sport 

events; Model Flying NZ members being the most prominent followed closely by 

Gliding NZ and NZ Parachute Federation members, with members of the NZ 

Hang Gliding & Paragliding Assoc building their international participation with 

great success. 

AWARDS: 

FAI has several award categories across all the affiliated air sports. Some are 

dedicated to a particular discipline and some are general across all disciplines. 

Promotion of these awards has been high.  

 

FAI Air Sport Medal, “This medal was established by the FAI Council for the 

100th anniversary of Lilienthal's first flights. It may be awarded, at any time, to 

individuals or groups for outstanding services in connection with air sport activi-

ties like work in FAI commissions, organising World and Continental Champion-

ships, training and educating new pilots, or for promoting aviation in general, 

especially with regard to young people”.  

 

In 2019 the following people were recognised for their sterling contribution to 

air sports in New Zealand: 

Dr Allan White – Tauranga Aero Club, for medical research in aviation medicine 

and as a long serving member of the Tauranga Aero Club, was presented with 

his award in a special ceremony at the Tauranga Aero Club due Dr Taylor’s 

health. Sadly he passed away a few months later.  

 

At the 2019 Flying NZ AGM/Conference, three medals where presented. Andrew 

Parker (represented by his mother) – Balloon Aircraft Association New Zealand 

for his work with young folk via the Flying High for Kids World Balloon Project., 

Robert George – Flying NZ, Richard Small – Flying NZ. 

Later in the year Mark Hardman – NZ Hang Gliding & Paragliding Assoc, was 

presented his Award for his work particularly in Hang Gliding safety and for his 

quick action after a fellow pilot crashed, which saved the pilot’s life. 

 

AFFILIATED AIR SPORTS  

All the affiliates continued to represent New Zealand well at international com-

petitions. 
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Two stand outs are Chris Stewart and Lee Barraclough for their respective 

Oceania Parachuting records in Canopy Piloting. 

The NZ Hang Gliding & Paragliding Assoc sent a Team to the Worlds for the 

first time in approx. 10 years and they achieved well with podium finishes on 

most days of the competition. 

 

NATIONAL RECORD 

In February, the FNZ Executive were pleased to ratify the speed record of 

Graham Frew – Marlborough Aero Club, for Aircraft class C-1d being under 

3000 kgs, under taken at Oreti Beach, Invercargill on Friday 07/02/2020. 

 

INTERNATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT 

In 2019 Barry & Sandra Payne – Timaru Aero Club, achieved a Circumnavi-

gation of the world flying from Taupo airport and back again, the long way. 

Take off was 29 April 2019 and landing home again 19 October 2019. The 

actual circumnavigation was undertaken from / to Kagoshima, Japan. 

 Departing: RJFK 22/5/19   

Arrival: RJFK 26/9/19 

Total: 128 days,  

Flights: 33,  

Flight Hours: 117.8, for a  

Total Distance: 32,012 kilometres. 

 

Additionally Flying NZ is responsible for issuing Sporting Licences. In the past 

year the following licences were issued: 

 

Thank You - Liz King - FAI Vice President New Zealand 
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Aeroplane 01 Hang Gliding & Paragliding 129 

Ballooning  1 Parachuting 3 



 

 

A good summary of last year’s activities would be “Business As Usual”. 

 

The role of ACAG (Aviation Community Advisory Group) is to be a repre-

sentative industry body to provide advice to the CAA, and to receive regular 

feedback from CAA and the aviation community on rules, policy and any 

other matters affecting aviation safety and/or the aviation operating envi-

ronment. 

 

Sounds simple but it’s more complicated than that.  

 

CAA’s operation budget enables it to make about six rule changes each 

year. The number of rules or changes in the queue is a multiple of that. It’s 

a Government regulatory process that just takes as long as it takes for 

things to happen. A perfect example is the PPL medical process.  It will hap-

pen – just don’t hold your breath. 

 

Then along came an organisational culture review, a change of Director and 

COVID-19.  The first two will be a footnote in some archive and unlikely to 

change much.  However, COVID-19 changed the world. Aviation as we knew 

it stopped.  

 

Some parts of our world have come back but other sectors are still strug-

gling.  Aero Clubs anecdotally are doing well. Commercial aviation is in a 

different place, we have gone from a pilot shortage to having aircrew from 

all disciplines unemployed for the foreseeable future. 

 

What does this mean for ACAG? We are meeting with the Acting Director of 

CAA and much of the senior leadership team in early July. It will be one of 

the first large all-day meetings hosted by CAA since lock down.  

 

We will be reviewing the issues list to prioritise the changes that can be 

made in the short/medium term that will assist the sector get back on its 

feet. Things that may have been important may not be now and vice versa. 

 

ACAG is like Flying NZ’s membership of the Federation (NZAF) it is not front 

and centre, and certainly not glamourous or exciting. But it definitely im-

portant that we have a seat at the table and voice to lobby for our interests 

across the wider community. 

 

Rob George 

 

ACAG Rep Flying NZ 
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The 2020 National Flying Competitions and Trans Tasman WINGS Trophy were 
hosted by the Tauranga Aero Club the week of 17 to 20th of February. Planes and 
people all descended on Tauranga Airport on what was to be an outstanding week. 
Our many thanks must go out to the air traffic controllers who were without doubt 
the most accommodating team of people I have seen for a long time. Thankyou. 
  
The Australian WINGS team headed east to New Zealand the Sunday prior to the 
event study our topography and conditions and gathered together planning and 
strategizing a game plan against a very well prepared NZ team. 
  
It had been 28 years from 1992 when the Trans Tasman Wings Trophy came to 
light with both countries taking to their grindstones sharpening their swords ready 
to do battle. Unfortunately the Australian team this year only got to take home the 
clothes the arrived in and no doubt, some duty free. It goes without saying that 
nerves are present in both teams, as no matter how much training gets put in one 
must make sure it all comes together on the competition day regardless of flying 
conditions. 
  
The competitions held were spot landing, forced landing, formation 3 ship and aer-
obatics. New Zealand managed a 3 – 1 victory. 
 
The New Zealand results were: 
 Aerobatics    Dave Wilkinson  1st  place 
 Forced landing  Ian Begbie   1st    place  
 Spot landing   Graeme Closey  2nd  place   
 Formation 3 ship  Andrew Butler,  
    Graeme Randell  
    Grant Hopewell  1st  place. 
  
The air and ground judges had their work cut out and many thanks to all those 
involved. 
  

FlyingNZ wish-
es all competi-
tors well at the 
2020 Regional 
Rallies later this 
year and to 
those lucky 
enough to se-
cure a spot in 
the WINGS 
team to travel 
to Australia in 
2021. 
  
Good luck and 
good health. 
 
Grant Hopewell   
Vice President   
FlyingNZ 
 

 Wings Trophy Report 

 

Andrew, Graeme and Grant -  the NZ Wings formation team. 
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Young Eagles all over the country have had a fantastic year, with a large 
growth in young adults between the ages of 12 and 17 taking part in our 
programs through our participating clubs. 
 
North Shore Aero Club 
The North Shore Young Eagles had an amazing 2019 programme with an 
awesome group of Young Eagles. Their activities this last year included: 
• A trip to the Rescue Helicopter in Whangarei 
• Visit to the Airforce Base at Whenuapai 
• Trip to Tauranga 
• Four trial flights each.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Airline Flying Club 
Since starting their program in 
October 2019, Airline Aero 
Club have had a group of 11 
Young Eagles enjoy their pro-
gramme, with some enjoying 
the 2018 programme so much 
that they returned for a second 
year! Events for this year have 
included: 
• Trips to both Tauranga 

and Raglan 
• Lesson in FRTO 
• Auckland Gliding Club at 

Drury where they each 
enjoyed a short glide 

• Visited an engineering hangar at 
Ardmore 

Auckland Aero Club 
This year Auckland Aero Club welcomed two 
new flight leaders who have enthusiastically 
taken the reins with some great events for 
their 11 young eagles to enjoy which included: 
• Air NZ Sim Visit and Engineering Visit  
• Auckland Gliding Club – at Drury where 

they each enjoyed a short glide 
• Maintenance visit at Ardmore 
• A trial flight in a Cessna-162 
 
Auckland Aero Club YE at Air NZ Engineering 

Hangar 

 Young Eagles Report 

North Shore YE at Whenuapai Airforce Base 

Airline YE at Auckland Gliding Club 
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After an early start, formation judging was underway 

Waikato Aero Club 
Waikato Aero Club has a group of 20 Young Eagles who have been partici-
pating in their programme over this last year.  Waikato works with the 
Young Eagles to complete nav plans then fly them with member pilots and 
their Young Eagles. Other experiences enjoyed include: 
• Trip to Raglan for a BBQ  
• Trip to the Hamilton Helicorp hanger 
• Gliding experience at Matamata Gliding Club 
 
Rotorua Aero Club 

 
Rotorua had an exciting de-
velopment with the formation 
of their new Young Eagle Pro-
gramme in February this 
year.  They now have a group 
of 10 young aviators commit-
ted to the first year of their 
program. So far they have 
had a lesson on effects of 
controls, flown in the club 
flight simulator and some 
have completed trial flights in 
a Cessna 152. 

Rotorua YE performing a Pre-flight check 

 

Tauranga Aero Club 
Tauranga Aero Club have had a fun 
year with their 15 Young Eagles.  Eve-
ry second meeting includes a flight of 
some kind with the alternate meetings 
based on making PPL subjects fun 
with quizzes and prizes! Some of their 
events from the year include: 
• Tauranga control tour 
• Pauanui Trip 
• Pre-flight Competition 

Tauranga YE preflight 

Wellington Aero Club 
Wellington Aero Club has had anoth-
er wonderful year with 16 Young 
Eagles in total, and usually having 
ten or more turn up for their monthly 
events.  Highlights included: 
• A guided tour of Air New Zea-

land's Ground Han-
dling operations at Wellington 
Airport; 

• FRTO tutorials at the WAC  
• Sounds Air charter flight to 

Omaka and visit to the Aviation 
Heritage Centre and Bill Reid's 
Avro Anson 

• Cook Strait Regional Competition 
at Hood Aerodrome 

• WAC 90th Anniversary Open Day 
• An introduction to Gliding  
• Gliding at Kaitoke Strip 

 

FRTO Lesson at WAC 

YE washing planes at WAC 



 

 

Nelson Aero Club 

The Nelson Aero Club aims to hold a Young Eagles Meeting once a month. 
They have had the chance to visit Nelson’s brand new Control Tower and 
visit the Airport’s Rescue Fire Team. The Young Eagles do their part to 
help the Club out by washing the aircraft, and then they get to have a 
delicious BBQ afterwards! 

The highlight of the year for the 
Nelson YE was the flying trip to 
D’Urville Island.  

It was so popular they had to do 
it twice!  

Once on the island the Young 
Eagles were free to explore, 
climb mountains, catch fish off 
the beach and do a spot of treas-
ure hunting! 

Marlborough Aero Club 
With a new Young Eagles Co-
Ordinator taking over towards the 
end of 2019, the MAC Young Ea-
gles have been working through 
an abbreviated PPL style ground 
course. 
 
They have been spending a lot of 
time in the hangar getting famil-
iar with unique aircraft such as a 
Skyhawk, Devon and a DC3.  

The Young Eagles also managed 
the car parking at the well-known 
Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot 
Champs in the morning, before 
enjoying the day’s activities in 
the afternoon after all of their 
hard work! 

YE Fishing at D’Urville Island  
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Canterbury Aero Club 
The Canterbury Aero Club has a whopping 52 Young Eagles in their pro-
gramme! They aim to visit aviation facilities once a month. Recent outings 
included:  
• The Christchurch Airport Fire Section 
• SOFIA - NASA 747 Telescope Aircraft (pictured) 
• Christchurch Pratt and Whitney Engine Centre 
• Ferrymead Aeronautical Society 
In between these visits they spend a Saturday morning at the Aero Club 
washing a couple of planes, having a nice morning tea and then off to the 
classroom for some time learning about various aviation topics. The CAC 
Young Eagles have been lucky enough to have received talks from an ATR 
Flight Officer, a retired Air NZ 777 Captain as well as an ex US army pilot 
who was involved with flight testing F-15’s and helicopters. 
 
Beni Rae received a prize for being CAC Young Eagle of the Year based on 
his attitude, attendance and motivation towards the programme. His prize 
was a jump seat ride on an AirNZ A320 from Christchurch to Auckland re-
turn and he managed to get an awesome picture of Mt Taranaki! 
 
Another achievement was made by Stephanie Redepenning who was 
awarded a Ross McPherson Scholarship at the FlyingNZ Nationals in Tau-
ranga. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid Canterbury Aero 
Club 
MCAC Young Eagles have 
seen a rise in numbers over 
the last year. They have 
seen a few of their peers 
complete their First Solo 
with one managing to do it 
on her 16th birthday!  

They often get involved in 
Club Days, and took a trip 
up to Christchurch to visit 
the Wigram Air Force Mu-
seum. They also took part 
in a Clip and Climb courte-
sy of the club CFI!  
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South Canterbury Aero Club 
It has been a quiet year for Young Eagles at SCAC.  
With the older Young Eagles now moving on to bigger and better things they 
have been looking to get a new group up and running. In the meantime, two 
of their current Young Eagles received scholarships. 
 
David Pribis was awarded the Ross McPherson Memorial Scholarship at the 
FlyingNZ Nationals in Tauranga. 

Ava Venn received the Richard Rayward Air Safari’s Flying Scholarship for 
2020. Watch this space! 
 
Southland Aero Club 
The Southland Aero Club currently have a group of around 18-20 Young Ea-
gles. They meet on the first Sunday of each month for two hours and receive 
flight instruction as well as time in and around aircraft.  
 
Occasionally the club will help fund a flying day. 
 
Due to the great relationship with the airport and Air NZ staff, the Young Ea-
gles are sometimes given the opportunity to look through aircraft they may 
not usually see. 
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2020-2021 Budget 

Royal New Zealand Aero Club Inc. 

April 2020 to March 2021 

  

Account Total 

  

Income  

FAI Income $13,000.00 

Interest Received $5,000.00 

Nationals Income $15,000.00 

NZAF Meeting Reimbursement $2,000.00 

NZAF Members Disbursement -$1,800.00 

Pilot Proficiency $400.00 

Regionals Income $15,000.00 

Sales (Badges, Ties etc) $400.00 

Sport & Recreation of NZ - Grant $20,000.00 

Subscriptions - Associates $2,500.00 

Subscriptions - Clubs $104,000.00 

YE - Conference 2019 $2,000.00 

Young Eagles Revenue $2,000.00 

Total Income $179,500.00 

  

Gross Profit $179,500.00 

  

Other Income  

Vouchers Expired (220) $0.00 

Total Other Income $0.00 

  

Less Operating Expenses  

ACC Levy $500.00 

Accountancy Fees $4,000.00 

Regional Rep expenses $3,750.00 

Audit Fees $2,700.00 

Bank Charges $600.00 

Club Marketing $12,000.00 

Computer Expenses $175.00 

FAI Expenses $12,500.00 

Freight & Courier $100.00 
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General Expenses $3,500.00 

Instructor Council $3,000.00 

Insurance $4,400.00 

Meeting & Travel Expenses $5,000.00 

National Championships $1,600.00 

National Champs COS $20,000.00 

Part 149 $1,500.00 

PayPal Fees $2,000.00 

Printing, Stamps & Stationery $3,000.00 

Purchases Badges, Ties etc $3,000.00 

Regional Championships $14,500.00 

RM Scholarship $16,500.00 

Secretarial Expenses $1,500.00 

Secretarial Salaries $50,150.00 

Stock Giveaways $2,400.00 

Subscriptions - FAI Expenses $750.00 

Telephone. Tolls, Fax $2,300.00 

Trophy Maintenance $2,000.00 

Website Expenses $2,000.00 

Young Eagles - Expense $3,750.00 

Total Operating Expenses $179,175.00 

  

Less Depreciation  

Depreciation - Loss on Sale (478/08) $0.00 

Depreciation - Office Equipment (477/08) $0.00 

Depreciation - Plant & Equipment (477/10) $0.00 

Total Depreciation $0.00 

  

Total Expenses $179,175.00 

  
Net Profit $325.00 
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